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Waterway Is

&

Business Has Caused

A Big Jump
Rates |

By Lloyd S. Graham
IGURING in years or even
nionths, it was not so very
long ago when the wise ones
who knew about the barge
canal construction would grin know-
ingly and say little or nothing about
its future possibilities as a freight
cgrrier from the West, 1t seemed
fo be the common opinion that the

canal construction was an excuse |
Jargely for the distribution of politi-

eal favors. Surely, it could never
compete with the railroads,
Whatever basis the wiseacres had

{or such unseemly, ¢loudy opinions,

trye or untrue, the abnormal indus-
trial and transportation conditions
have breught a
spat the vanal as a potential factor
egls :

tion is in the lime-

out a condition so

almost paradexical.
Compete With Roads

say, since the days of

i11y™ it has seldom been

light except when held up

tions wore needed. It is paradoxical
in that it now can compete with the

railroade.  Also, that its carriers

now miaking freight-carrying
from the Buffalo terminal to

considerably
irpad, with its hereditary

noints

i alle to do or is likely to be able
to do in the immediate future.

All of this happened within the
Much of

last twrn or three montha,

¢ smacks of the stories that are
ping the rounds about oil boom
towns in Texas. Almost innumer-
ihle rumors are floating about in
Buffals financial and lake wmarine

tn the eoffect that this group

ormen or that is organizing canal

¢ transportation companies

e millions of dollars. Much
of i1 more than rumor,
l-i'. e

One canal shipping representative|
Wil the writer shout the agent of

& Western industyy surreptiliously

laying two $100 bills on his desk |

while pleading for space on some
ot tubs thut could get part of his
enbarzoed product to tidewater. But

tany prict bribe. The agent

of & well known Detroit automobile
dustry offered the shipping repre-
fentative a ear personally if he
ould get space for a few hundred
tars, designated for export, to New
York Harhor.

An agent of a combination of
Detroit sutamobile firms with cars
boxed for export tried to get canal
boat space for 200,000 automobiles.
At another time 30,000 barrels of
tement were offered for canal space
East,

Chartered Far Ahead

Even before the opening of navi-
gation space was chartered for
Months ahead. At the present time
Practically all boats are chartered
intil October, with the possible ex-
t8ption of a few that are being held
i exorbitantly high rates.

Some might say that this was an-
Other case of the profiteer. Onsa
thipping reprasentative blandly gave
the very common excuse for these
imes that it was a case of supply
id demand. When the railroads
Tt an embargo on automobile
Yodies, for instance, canal freight
4% in some cases jumped from 10
T cent less than rail freight rates
to onsiderably more than the rail
fales over night. This applied also

¥ome other merchandise under
Sinbargy,

.Wfth the great influx of indus-
ial products from the Middle West,
the Tallroads were absolutely un-
"l8 % cope with the sttustion. They

troubls moving perishables and
such as grain. Than

ral eonditions which are |

k Harbor and Long Island |
quicker |

bor and equipment handicaps, |

imply was not to be had |

Along Barge Cana

ecoming a Rival o

| Waiting for Boats:;
f Railways as a Carrier

|
|
|
i
[
|
|

O of canal boats leav-

ing the new barge canal
| at Waterford. At the right
| are three old locks displaced
Dy ene

i
|came the unauthorized strike and
!cc-mpiete(l the tie-up. The railroads
|are just recovering, but representa-
| tives of Buffalo and Western indus-
tries, as well as those interested in
canal transportation, ave vigorously
unanimous in the assertion that the
railroads will not be ahle to com- ;.
pete seriously with the canal traflic|
! for two or three vears at least. Per- |
{ haps they have lost their advantage |

| forever.

i
Building New Barges ‘
So the

at present time those

shippers who were wise enough to
ppers

charter spuee ahead for their prod-

ixr

| its Buffalo agent said, of diverting
| some of its Lake Champlain barges

tion Company iz an old organiza-
tion, as might be expected. When
it entered the Barge Canal service
last spring there were fond ideas,

to this canal, but business picked
up go there that they were able to
divert only five. The other five they
operdte are under charter,

“Rush” by Boat

The Inland Marins Corporation,
including the original company of
its present backers, is only about
five years old. Its Buffalo repre-
sentative said that extensive expan-

sion was planned, embracing a ma- |

are practically unlimited.” No one
expects the railroads to recover and
attain the proportions of a serlous
competitor for years.

One Buffalo manufacturer of aun-
tomobile bodies for a Syracuse com-
pany shipped 100 bodies on a rush
order to the Syracuse industry.
Imagine! A “rush” order by canal!
Six months ago a man would have
been counted crazy even to suggest

such a thing. It took three days for
the trip, which the company stated
to the writer was ten days quicker
than the average time of shipping
the bodies by rail a distance.of less
than 200 miles!

Because better time can be made
and because the barges will pay for

|
|
| |
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|ucts are smiling with Fatisfnctimn.I
‘while the unfortunate ones are buy-|
ing or building their own flests of |
| barges, or storing their produet and
| whistling for conditions to change
| for the better, or moving a very
small percentage by motor truck, or,
as in the ecase of Detroit or other
Western points, industrial agents, |
returning home literally with tears
in their eyes and rage in their
hearts, to huild

boats that will be able to navigate

vow their own

the Great Lakes as wall as the Hnrp,el
Canal and be independent of the|
present canal boat holders, |

But, as was discovered during the
war, boats cannot be built in a day.l
The fact remains, cargo space Kast
cannot be bought. The back vard of
a Buffalo factory prodyping a high
grade automobile looks like a circus
But it isn't.
tops” are sheltering a great number
of cars in enforced stovage.

ground. Several “bhig

The Canal’s Tonnage

The actual number of canal boats|
of anything like waluable size or
desirability is said to be under 200,
and many of those are relics of |
the old Erie Canal days. One des-|
perate Buffalo industry, it is said,
bought a tug that had sunk and been
under water all winter and a fleet
of boata, some of which had not been

e

| R(_)UTI;' of the New Yorl ‘f
Barge Canal from Buf- 1!
falo to the Hudson River l

thought fit for use for the last two
yvears. They are using them.

The total tonnage on the canal,
including the hulks that have been

resurrected and put in eommission

since the opening of navigation on
May 15, the lighters and marine riff-
raff that have been brought from
New York Harbor and other points,
and the new government boats re-
cently put in commission, is probably
considerably under 100,000,

Most of the new boats have heen
added by the Federal government,
that is, “New York Canal Section,
of the Inland Waterways Division;
United |
to give
its full

Transportation  Division,
States War Department,”
the operating organization
title.

The canal itself, including all
maintenance and also towing service
for boats not under their own power,
is under the direction of the state.
Edward S. Walsh, State Superin-
tendent of I’L:!:liu Works, who has |
been canal

|
i recently |

boester,
demonstrated its usefulness by puat- |
ting a steamer and four consorts
through the canal from Buffalo to
New York {n 104 hours, loaded.

The average carrying time, how-
ever, is ten days to two weeks be-

3

| JIEW showing the giant |
| Little Falls loek on the |

New Yorkk Barge Canal,
with a Lft of 401-2 feet. !
| This is next to the highest
| single Uit loek in the world,
This s on the Krie branch
of the New Yorl State canal
system, which at this point
climbs over a vange of hills.
Boats are floated over the
hills by raising them from
one lock to another slightly
. higher

tween Buffalo and New York, as well
as points adjacent to the latter. Mr.
Walsh states that traffic this season,
despite the handicap of shortage of
all kinds of boats, is 65 per cent
greater than last season, and will
rival if not cxceed the banner year
of 1903 in the old Erie Canal duys.

the
Federal,
owning companies worthy of the
name, including the Lake Champlain
Transportation Company, operating
a fleet of ten barges, and the Inland
Marins Corporation, a more preten-

Besides governments, state

and

there are two hoat |

ARGE canal harbor at I
Buffalo with Lalke Erie ||
in the distance ‘

==

tious organization, with sixty-two

wooden barges of the old typa.
Besides these, the Seaboard Fur—i

warding Company and the Marine

Forwarding Company da consider-
able canal business in the way of
brokers. There are a few other pri-
vate owmners of one or two boats.
Under present conditions such own-
ership offers big speculative induce-
ments.

The Lake Champlain Transporta-

rine system covering the
Lakes and other canal routes, with
tidewater fucilities at New York|
and Boston. Marine architeets are |
working on plans to determine the |
desirability of various ecanal boat!
types. A, J. Littlejohn, a Syracuse
man, is president of the corperation,

Canal men and industrial execu- |
tives say there is business for ten
times as many boats as are avail-
able. That is a minimum. One of
the few things that the Federal and

state canal men agres upon is that

|
|

TH E barge canal terminal
at Tonawanda, showing
o United States oil-burning

cargn boat maneuvering
three concrete fabricated
boats

Great |

the “possibilities of canal business

themselves in ten years, it is esti-
mated, that automobilg body builder
is planning his own fleet of barges

| for next season,

A well known wallboard company
in desperation bought its own fleet
of barges, It finds it can put the
equivalént of twenty freight cars
in a barge, so its fleet practically
has the capacity of a freight train,
and that in the old style barges. A
Niagara Falls breakfast food com-
pany has chartered considerable
space for the season.

Shipping representatives wera
asked if they were taking any busi-
ness from points west of Buffalo.
With the exception of grain they
were not.

“Why should we,” they demanded, |

“when we can get any amount more
business right here than we can
handle?”

Lakes to Tidewater

That situation has given rise to
the prevalence of the rumor that
Detroit and Cleveland organizations
are planning to build and operate
barges on lakes ms well as canal,

with the idea ef mo transfar from

“Rush Orders” Being
Sent to New York
By Water

the lake point of loading until the
barge reaches New York, Providence
and other seaboard points. Regard-
ing the feasibility of such a course
there is a great divergence of opin-
ion, some claiming that a boat built
to stand the buffeting of the lakes
would be too unwieldy for the canal
except in the most tranquil summer
| days. It is quite certain, however,
[ that the experiment will be tried.

Most of the east-bound business
at present is grain, flour, lumber,
pig iron and a wvariety of steel
products. While the east-bound
business seems to be of the great-
est importance, getting food and
raw materials to a waiting world,
all of the boats are carrying west-
bound goods to capacity.

One Federal official said there had
been few, if any, cases where thelr
barges had returned from New York
empty this season. Flaxseed for a
Buffalo oil products industry, sugar
and general merchandise are carried.

From Monday to Thursday, inclu-

| sive, the second week of July this

season, more than 1,600 tons of re-
fined sugar from the geaboard re-
fineries were unloaded at the Buf-
falo terminals, besides 1,200 barrels
of asphalt from a single barge and
two barge loads of general merchan-
dise.

Those flgures were given by J.
B. Garman, state harbor master,
who added that he never put in soch
a hectle, busy time before in all his
twenty-six years on the one joh;
which is saylng & good deal, con-
sidering the halcyon days of the sld
Eria Canal, when mors than 1.000
boats were on its muddy waters.

All Along the Line

'The same prosperous condition is
evident all along the canal. 1t is
said a Schenectady electrical con-
cern ships its export goods by its
wown barges and passes said goods
direct into the holds of South Amer-
ican-bound ghips New
Harbor.

But most shippers at points be-
tween New York and Buffalo are
funluc’k‘y if they do mot own their
| own boats. Boat owners don't like
to bother with short hauls. If they
can load pig iron at Buffalo, taking
three days for the process, go to
Providence, R. I, taking three mora
days to unload, no shorter trip will
tempt them unless it is a matter of
handling grain from Buffalo to New
York, and only then because boat
time can be saved in that it takes
but three hours to load or unload
grain. Time is money on the canal.

Every one who owns a stick of
floatable timber {s hustling. The
old easy-going canal days are gone,
never to return. Any boatman or
other employee who gums up the
works by fracturing the Eighteenth
Amendment gets fired quick, even in
these days of labor scarcity. Thera
is no more towpath. It is true the
boatsmen and, in many cases, their
families live on the boat, but, bar-
ring accidents or a shortage of coal,
it's a case of “cast off” at daybreak
and no “tying up” until dark. Thera
is no more of the loitering along the
towpath with mules and horses.
That life has taken on the romantic
tinge which only time ean give.

Cost of a New Boat

It is stated authoritatively that a
cement boat, built under war condi-
tions, cost about $25,000, the new
type wooden boat about $20,000,
and steel boats—war prices, remen:-
ber—about $40,000,

Those prices probably can be bet.
tered under present conditions.
There {s a great divergence of opin-
ion on the cement-fabricated hoat.

York

in

Government officials, however, state
that those placed in commission this
season are standing up well. Most
canal men favor the wood and steel,
wood boats for great capacity and
steel for strength.

Comparatively little eanal hoat
building is being done at the present
time, but the air is fyll of rumors
of building operations by various in-
dividua!s and companies to bogin
| within the next month or two, boats
for delivery next season. To a few
it is & good speculative proposition
with big cargo rates in sizht, hut to
the bulk of the men interested in
| canal transportation and freight for-
warding it is one of the safe, sure
ways, practicaliy the only sure way
of relieving the rail freight congas-
tion and easing the genersl trans-

Partation situstion,




